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In	New	Zealand,	 the	number	of	people	who	 identify	with	more	 than	one	ethnic	group	 is	
increasing.	 This	 is	 particularly	 true	 for	 adolescents	 and	 for	 those	 whose	 identifications	




their	 identifications,	 and	 what	 influenced	 their	 identifications	 at	 three	 interconnecting	
levels:	 the	macro	 (state)	 level,	 the	meso	 (institutional)	 level,	 and	 the	micro	 (family	 and	
individual)	level.	
A	mixed	methods	research	approach	was	employed,	 including	a	nation-wide	survey	and	







macro-level	 influences	 on	 ethnic	 group	 data	 collection	 and	 the	 ways	 that	 ethnic	 group	
identifications	are	shaped	and	constrained	by	data	categorisation	protocols.	It	looked	at	the	
meso-level	 influences	 of	 the	 research	 school	 on	 students’	 ethnic	 identities.	 The	 school	
focused	 on	 cultural	 identity	 and	 provided	 opportunities	 for	 students	 to	 participate	 in	
cultural	activities	and	speak	their	languages.	It	examined	the	micro	level	influences	of	family	
and	 individual	 decision-making	 around	 identities,	 and	 the	 way	 that	 the	 participants	
maintained	multiple	 ethnic	 group	 identifications,	 despite	 family	 experiences	 that	might	
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